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ІТ ALL BEGINS HERE. ۰ 


2014 was nothing short of а game-changer for WWE. Just think of all the 
moments you'll never forget: The fall of The Shield; the end of the Streak; 
Daniel Bryan, WWE World Heavyweight Champion and WrestleMania 
main eventer. Even Sting—one of the most mythical figures in all of 
professional wrestling—arrived in a WWE ring, a not-so-subtle nod to 
what's on the horizon that leaves all of us wondering "What's next?” You've 
got questions, апа we’ve got answers. From Superstar projections to 
pay-per-view previews, we’ve got your first glimpse at everything from 
WrestleMania ХХХІ to TLC. We did the research so you don't have to. 


And trust us: It’s gonna be a great year. 


ROAD Т0 THE FUTURE THE YEAR 
WRESTLEMANIA OF WWE IN PAY-PER-VIEW 





It’s where all the Superstars’ From up-and-comers to As if you needed 

varied paths converge breakout brawlers, yet another reason to 
and point in one direction: these are the Superstars watch more WWE, these 

Levi’s Stadium and Divas changing the massive events will be 

in Santa Clara, СА. fabric of the WWE Universe. bigger than ever. 
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TRIPLE H GETS STUNG 
Sting's first-ever 
appearance in a WWE 
ring couldn't have 
been тоге memorable. 

è . Not only did he show 

ир іп the main event 

of Survivor Series, he 


helped Team Cena win 
and crush The Authority. 
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ў ۱ \ AT THE SHOW OF SHOWS, ALL FATES HANG IN THE BALANCE. 


ц ў IT'S A PLACE WHERE LEGEND AND HISTORY ARE MADE IN EQUAL 
У MEASURE， AND ТНЕ РАТН ТО LEVI'S STADIUM BEGINS HERE. 


а / ኋ ۱ ч | n x 4 




















.. ር WrestleMania 50 


ዒፍ” | brought The Show 

of Shows to The Big 

Мы. > Easy, and New Orleans 

| . ጠመ welcomed the WWE 

ቪል Р AU Universe with style. 

۱ — MA але CC XU ... ድህነ. WrestleMania 30 

| Veram avos EM | | ae, SES generated а record- 


breaking $142.2 million 
іп economic impact for 
the NOLA region. 








#WRESTLEMANIAXXXI 








THE MADNESS OF 





IN 2015, A NUMBER OF SUPERSTARS’ PATHS WILL INTERSECT, 
VEER OFF AND COLLIDE AS THE ROAD TO WRESTLEMANIA 
UNFOLDS. WE CHART THE JOURNEYS OF WWE'S BEST AS THE 
CURTAIN RISES ON THE SHOW OF SHOWS. 


uch is made of the “Road 
to WrestleMania,” as 
though there is only one 
direct path leading 0 
The Show of Shows. But 
in reality, there are many 
winding, circuitous roads a Superstar 
must travel before they can immortalise 
themselves there. Some of those roads 
are narrow, some go straight uphill and 
still others twist and turn before ending 
in a steel cage. But nearly all of them 
are fraught with danger, and those 
Superstars who come to the trail’s end 
at Levi’s Stadium will find themselves 


radically changed from when they began. 


For the sixth time іп its history, Wrestle- 
Mania will emanate from California. For 


the WWE Universe, this is great news; 
the Golden State has hosted some of 
"Мапіа 5 most memorable апа iconic 
moments: Hulk Hogan апа King Kong 
Bundy's steel cage match at WrestleMania 
2, Hogan battling for American freedom 
at WrestleMania VII, Shawn Michaels 
ziplining into Arrowhead Pond at 
WrestleMania ХІІ, a McMahon in every 
corner at WrestleMania 2000 and John 
Cena winning his first-ever world title at 
WrestleMania 21. What might happen this 
time to put this Wrest/eMania and the 
participating Superstars іп the history 
books? While no one can say for sure 
what will go down (or how), one thing 5 
all but guaranteed: Whatever happens, it 
will be unforgettable. 











Daniel Bryan shocked 
the WWE Universe 
and The Authority 
when he defeated 

Randy Orton and 
Batista in a Triple 
Threat match to 
become the WWE 
World Heavyweight 
Champion. Back 

іп 2010, as ап NXT 
Rookie, Bryan de- 
clared his goal was 
to one day headline 
WrestleMania. 
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It’s been a decade since Cena claimed 
his first world title at WrestleMania in 
L.A. With this 'Mania taking place in, 
look for Cena to mark this anniversary 
in a big way! 


መጨ “й 


MORE WEIRD PLEASE! 


ЗМВ vs. Los Matadores was опе 
of our favourite rivalries of the 
past year. Is it too much to ask 
for Wee Stages of Hell іп 2015? 


DANIEL BRYAN: THE 
COMEBACK KID 


Sidelined for most of 2014 due to injury, 
Bryan is back and poised to pick up 
where he left off. Yes! Yes! Yes! 











THE AUTHORITY: 
DOWN, BUT NOT OUT 


Survivor Series was a game-changer 
for Triple Н and Co. But if we've 
learned anything, it's that The Game 
always has a plan B, and C and D... 


LESNAR: WHO'S NEXT? 


The Deadman succumbed to {ће power 
of The Beast. What will Brock do for an 
encore? Whatever he pleases! 


у ATRADITION CONTINUES 
The first Andre the Giant Memorial Battle 
Royal honoured WWE's past and future 
and featured Cesaro vaulting Big Show 
out of the ring to win. If the match 
returns this year, it can only go bigger. 
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POWER PLAYERS // 
The Authority тау be d 
down, but they’re not ብ 

out, as evidenced by 
this shot of Kane, Big 
Show, J&J Security 
and Seth Rollins 
together backstage. 
The power hasn’t 
been broken—it’s 
merely shifted. 
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WWE SLAPDOWN! 
Clockwise from 

top left: Stephanie 
McMahon gives John 
Cena a backhanded 
compliment; Triple 
H keeps his eye on 
Seth Rollins; WWE’s 
ultimate power 
couple; The Game 
delivers his own 
State of the Union. 





as there ever been a group 
in WWE as dominant as The 
Authority? For more than a year, 
Triple Н, Stephanie McMahon 
and their crew of hired brains 
and brawn ruled WWE witha 
ruthlessness that was as effectve as it was 
Sadistic. Through manipulation, coercion 
and threats, The Cerebral Assassin and the 
Billion Dollar Princess surrounded themselves 
with a near-impenetrable wall of talent that 
followed orders without question. Along the 
way, they amassed a war chest that included 
nearly every title in WWE. Although their 
stranglehold was shattered at Survivor Series, 
the after effects of The Authority’s reign will 
reverberate for years to come. 

The seeds of The Authority were planted 
іп 2011 when Triple Н shed his ring gear іп 
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favour of a suit and tie, ascending to the 
position of Chief Operating Officer of WWE. 
The move was something of a blindside, 
coming in the wake of Mr. McMahon's sudden 
dismissal by the Board of Directors. But 
whatever reservations he might have had 
about his acension to power, no one can deny 
that Triple H didn't take to the role. Triple H's 
first run as COO was marked by chaos and 
dissention, culminating in a Raw supershow 
in which the majority of the roster refused to 
compete if The Game was still in charge. Mr. 
McMahon returned, relieving his son-in-law of 
his authoritative powers. But Triple H had 

had his first taste of real power. 

Flash forward two years to June 2015. 
Triple H, Stephanie and Mr. McMahon joined 
forces to create a triumvirate of power 
that would keep the entire roster in line. 
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At the outset, it seemed the three could 
rarely come to terms, with Stephanie often 
torn between loyalties to her husband 
and her father. Ultimately, the trio were 
united in their hatred of Daniel Bryan. And, 
after Daniel Bryan defeated John Cena at 
SummerSlam to become the new WWE 
champion, Randy Orton slithered out, ready 
to cash in his Money in the Bank contract. A 
Pedigree from guest ref Triple H put Bryan 
on the mat and the gold on Orton’s waist. 
From there, The Authority took out anyone 
who stood іп their way, from Dusty Rhodes 
to Big Show. They also protected themselves 
with a slew of heavy hitters, ranging from 
The Shield to Kane, who would do their 
bidding at a moment’s notice. 

When The Shield turned against them, 
Triple H didn’t bat an eye. He simply bought 
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Seth Rollins out. At that point, both the 
locker room and the WWE Universe began 
to wonder who, if anyone, could break 

The Authority’s vise-like hold. The answer 
came in the form of John Cena. The Champ 
assembled a team of Superstars and 
challenged The Authority to an elimination 
tag team match at Survivor Series. And, in 
perhaps the strangest twist, Mr. McMahon 
himself gave Team Authority an ultimatum: 
lose the match and lose your power. With 
helo from Sting—yes, STING— Team Cena 
managed to do the impossible, pinning Seth 
Rollins and breaking The Authority’s hold 

on WWE. But a force that powerful will not 
stay broken for long. We have no doubt that, 
somewhere inside Titan Tower, Stephanie and 
Triple H are biding their time, waiting for the 
perfect moment to strike back. 
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Bray Wyatt proved 
to be one of 5 
most daunting foes, 
nearly breaking the 
spirit of the Cenation 
Соттапаег. But ће 
eventually found the 
will to battle back 
from the edge апа 
put Wyatt away. 
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| @JOHNCENA | 


HE'S ONE O OF ТНЕ Е MOST DECORATED “ SUPERSTARS ІМ 
WWE | HISTORY. HE’S / ALSO ONE OF ITS М MOST POLARISING. 


А WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR THE CENATION? Ж 
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-— и. 
From battles with Bray 
Wyatt to tribulations 
Y with The Authority, 


2014 was a year of ups 
and downs. Although 
Cena lost the WWE 
World Heavyweight 
Championship to 
Brock Lesnar, it took 16 
suplexes and two F-5s 
to loose the gold from 
his ۰ 









ena may have ended 2014 оп 

a high note, but the year itself 
was filled with as many valleys 
as it was peaks. He was plagued 
by the repeated torment of the 
Wyatt family. He battled with 
the unstoppable force of The Authority. He 
faced a seemingly immovable object in the 
form of Brock Lesnar. He won his twelfth 
WWE World Heavyweight Championship. 
He also lost it. 

But, as his victory at ТІС attests, one thing 
Cena certainly hasn’t lost is his resolve. He 
was willing to put his contendership for the 
title on the line against Seth Rollins, a move 
some questioned as unnecessary. After all, 
what does Cena really have to prove? But 
he silenced his doubters and haters ina 
furious battle, overcoming Big Show-sized 
interference to put The Authority’s poster 
boy through no less than three tables, 
proving that no matter the challenge, Cena 
will always find a way to rise to the occasion. 
Even when he's operating at full-throttle, the 
Cenation Commander always seems to find 
just a little bit more in the gas tank. 

He's going to need it. Cena's battles with 
Lesnar took him to the limit more than once, 
and the sight of him being tossed about like a 
rag doll at SummerSlam is one we'll likely never 
be able to shake. Cena certainly remembers, 
and though he overcame one of the most 
formidable foes of his entire career at Night of 
Champions by DG, the war is not over. If Cena 
wants to reclaim his title as the undisputed 
champion, it looks like he'll be going through 
Lesnar to get it. But Rollins, who as of press 
time still controlled his own destiny with the 
Money in the Bank briefcase, will likely remain 
a part of the title conversation as the road to 
WrestleMania gets shorter. 

Cena has headlined matches in five 
different WrestleManias. His record there 
is a more-than-respectable 8-5, a winning 
percentage better than any Superstar in as 
many 'Mania matches, save The Undertaker. 
Chances are he will once again find 
himself on the biggest stage of them all at 
WrestleMania XXXl. Smart money suggests 
he'll find a way to prevail there. 
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THEY WERE THE STRONGEST UNIT WWE HAD EVER SEEN, arian ۳ 
UNTIL GREED AND AMBITION TORE THEM APART. WHAT ied - 





DOES 2015 HOLD FOR THE STRAY HOUNDS OF JUSTICE? -<ሮ 
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STANDING STRONG 
The Shield were 
together for less than 18 
months, but in that time 
were the most dominant 
stable WWE had seen in 
years. For five months 
after their debut, they 
were undefeated. 










ВВОКЕМ BROTHERS 
Since their acrimonious 
split, each member of 


Mees Ihc Shield has blazed 


their own path. Reigns 
targeted The Authority, 
Ambrose is becoming 
a hardcore legend, and 
Rollins is in the running 
for the title thanks to 


ая û Money іп the Bank 


ха 
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contract іп his hand. 
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1 Payback on June 1, 2014, 
The Shield stood tall and 
strong as ever in the ring, 
having bested the reformed 
Evolution in a No Holds Barred 
Elimination Match. As Batista, 
Randy Orton and Triple H lay prone, Roman 
Reigns, Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose 
brought their fists together. The message 
was Clear: unity, brotherhood and strength. 
It was the absolute apex of The Shield’s 
yearlong journey in WWE. It was also the 
end of everything. The next night, Triple H 
confronted The Shield, not to abdicate power 
to The Hounds of Justice, but to caution them 
that they would do well not to underestimate 
him. Because, The Game said, a тап іп 

his position always has a Plan B. That plan 
turned out to be Seth Rollins himself, who 
turned on his brothers, leveling them with 
brutal chair shots before taking his place at 
his new master’s side. The betrayal was as 
shocking as it was unprecedented. But Rollins 
made his intentions clear. The Shield was the 
means to an end, and once their usefulness 
had been outlived, it was time to move on. 
And move on he did, going on to win the 
Money in the Bank ladder match less than a 
month later, claiming a contract for a shot at 
the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. 
He then went on to defeat his former 
Shield-mate Dean Ambrose in a series of 





increasingly brutal matches. Rollins always 
prided himself on being the architect of The 
Shield, orchestrating their success. Now, 

he is putting that same acumen to work in 
his own career, positioning himself to claim 
WWE's top prize іп 2015. Dean Ambrose, 

on the other hand, saw The Shield not as a 
stepping stone to greatness, but as a way 
of life, and, some posited, perhaps a way of 
keeping his hellfire temper in check. With 
that cork now out of the bottle, he's fully 
unleashed, cutting a wild and unpredictable 
path through WWE. His backstage attacks 
on Seth Rollins became so prevalent that 
Triple H opted to ban him from the premises 
at Battleground. Even that didn't stop him, 
and he stormed the ring that night to beat 
Rollins down. Now with Bray Wyatt on his 
trail, Ambrose seems to be coming more 
unglued. As for Roman Reigns, his split 
from The Shield has set him on a path to 
the top of the WWE ladder. After failing to 
win at Money in the Bank, Reigns eventually 
notched a win against Randy Orton at 
SummerSlam. The following month he was 
sidelined by an injury but still managed to 
win Superstar of the Year at the Slammys. 
He also made a surprise arrival at ТІС and 
seems to be setting his sights on slowing the 
ascension of his old running mate Rollins. 
Together, The Shield were invincible. Apart, 
they may prove unstoppable. 
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SCORPION RISING 

Sting’s sudden 

appearance at Survivor 

Series caught everyone 

in WWE, especially The a 
Authority, by surprise. 





@STING 


FOR YEARS, HE WAS THE SHADOWY WARRIOR WHO KEPT 
WWE AT ARM’S LENGTH. NOW HE’S HERE, AND ALL BETS 
ARE OFF. WHO WILL BE THE FIRST ON HIS LIST IN 2015? 
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The majority of 
Sting’s career was 
spent in WCW. He 
joined the company 
in 1987 when it 

was still the NWA 
and remained 
there until WCW 
closed its doors in 
2001. He amassed 
six WCW titles 

and was dubbed 
the promotion’s 
“Franchise.” 
Clockwise from 
left: Facing Bret 
Hart in WCW; the 
retro look; а long- 
awaited arrival. 
























or decades, as he set records іп 
other promotions, Sting earned a 
reputation as the greatest Super- 
star to never set foot in a WWE 
ring. The notion that Sting might 
one day lace his boots and face off 
against the WWE roster went from proba- 
bility to possibility to pipe dream. But that 
dream came vividly to life at Survivor Series 
when Sting appeared in the ring, executing 

a Scorpion Death Drop on Triple H, costing 
Team Authority their match with Team Cena. 
No matter how many times they rubbed their 
wide-open eyes, the WWE Universe still 
couldn't believe it. Sting, the last holdout to 
never appear in WWE, had finally arrived— 
and he was targeting one of the biggest 
names in the business. 

After cutting his teeth in small promotions 
like Continental Wrestling Association and 
Universal Wrestling Federation, Sting moved 
to the NWA, where he quickly became a 
star. Within a year, he found himself going 
up against Ric Flair for the NWA World 
Heavyweight Championship at the Great 
American Bash. The match was a draw, 
but Sting had proved that he could go the 
distance with The Nature Boy. From there, he 
launched into several high-profile rivalries 
with all of The Four Horsemen, before finally 
winning the gold from Flair at the 1990 Great 
American Bash. During the late 90s, when 
the NWA became WCW, Sting changed his 
look, abandoning his blonde flattop and 
brightly-colored facepaint in favor of long, 
dark locks and a black-and-white colour 
scheme. Mute and spectre-like, Sting stalked 
the rafters of the arenas and won over a new 
legion of young fans who related to his dark, 
brooding persona. When WCW folded, many 
assumed that Sting would join the ranks 
of WWE, but, as it turned out, it would be 
15 long years before that happened. Now 
that he has finally arrived, the question 
looms large: What's next? Many suspect The 
Undertaker is firmly in The Stinger's sights, 
but that matchup depends on whether or 
not The Undertaker will return from his loss 
to Brock Lesnar. Perhaps Triple H will go up 
against Sting in retaliation for his actions 
at Survivor Series. Whoever Sting's first 
opponent turns out to be, we can only offer 
this observation: They'd better be ready. 
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Randy Orton threw in 
with The Authority, 
seeing it as a fast 
ticket to success. 
Unfortunately, his 
hubris turned to 
bitterness when The 
Authority discarded 
him. Can he bounce 
back in in 2015? 























ETIN 





RANDY 








THE VOICES THE VIPER HEARS IN HIS HEAD ARE LIKELY TO BE 
THE PASSIONATE CRIES OF THE WRESTLEMANIA CROWD. 


e’s one of the most unpredictable 
Superstars on the WWE roster. 
Part of what makes Randy Orton 
(he of the #RKOOuttaNowhere) 
SO dangerous Is that you never 
know exactly when he’s going 
to strike. But there is one thing you can say 
with certainty about The Viper: He’s looking 
for vengeance at WrestleMania XXXI following 
what was undeniably a disappointing result at 
the event last year. 

Orton had a tumultuous few months 
after losing the WWE World Heavyweight 
Championship to Daniel Bryan during a Triple 
Threat match with Bryan and Batista. He 
joined forces with his old running mates to 
reform Evolution, served at the pleasure of The 
Authority and then turned on them all before 
being sidelined by a vicious Seth Rollins Curb 





Stomp that saw him hauled out of the arena on 
a Stretcher. 

But nothing can keep The Viper on the 
Shelf forever. He’s lying in wait, coiled and 
ready, patiently preparing to strike. He hasn’t 
missed а Mania in 11 years, and there's no 
suggestion this year will be any different. 
Though his 161-day title reign ended at last 
year's Show of Shows, the WWE's first official 
WWE World Heavyweight Champion has no 
doubt already set his sights on reclaiming 
the title at some point during 2015. But for a 
man who's held the title eight times, perhaps 
there are factors that motivate him more than 
the opportunity to claim a ninth—namely 
wreaking havoc on anyone who wronged him 
in 2014. Be on the lookout for Orton to lay 
waste to each of his former foes, as well as 
anyone who tries to get in his way. 
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BROCK 


HE CONQUERED THE DEADMAN AND DECIMATED 
THE CENATION. WHO ELSE IS LEFT? 


n April 6, 2014, in front of 
more than 75,000 stunned 
members of the WWE 
Universe, Brock Lesnar 
accomplished a feat many 
considered impossible. 
Triple H couldn’t do it. Neither could Kane. 
Shawn Michaels, Mr. WrestleMania himself, 
tried and failed—twice. In the minds of 
most everybody, an Undertaker defeat at 
"Мата was simply never going to happen. 
Apparently nobody bothered to tell Brock 
Lesnar. After a shocking three count, Lesnar 
added alto Тһе Deadman's previously 
untarnished record to become the man—nay, 
The Beast—who conquered a living legend. 
If Lesnar's year had ended at WrestleMania, 
that would have been enough. Instead, 
2014 saw him absolutely dominate John 
Cena at SummerSlam in the second most 
shocking match of the year. His victory over 
Cena earned Lesnar his first WWE World 





Heavyweight Championship in 11 years, a title 
that, as of press time, he's carrying into 2015. 

Obviously, there's a physical advantage 
that comes with being Brock Lesnar. But 
there's also a psychological advantage 
associated with Lesnar's juggernaut-like reign 
since his return. Anyone who dares challenge 
The Beast at WrestleMania ХХХІ is not just 
competing against a guy who kicked out of 
Cena's Attitude Adjustment three times in 
a row at Night of Champions. They're facing 
off against the aura he's taken on since that 
incredible night in April when he stunned the 
'Mania-watching world. 

While it's difficult to imagine Lesnar 
matching Undertaker's WrestleMania victory 
count, it's even harder to picture someone 
defeating him at The Show of Shows come 
March 29. With the roll Lesnar's been on 
lately, the question at this point isn't who has 
the skills necessary to defeat him. It's who 
honestly has the guts to try? 





When Lesnar broke The 
Undertaker’s Streak, it 
literally brought The 
Show of Shows to a 
halt. A full two minutes 
of silence fell over the 
Superdome in the wake 
of Lesnar's pinfall. 



































Daniel Bryan went 
from the Superstar 
породу expected to 
the one no one could 
possibly doubt. At 
WrestleMania 30, 
Bryan won two 
matches іп опе night 
to become WWE’s 
champion. Opposite 
page: Bryan returns 
to Raw, this time as 
its General Manager. 
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@W WEDANIELBRYAN 


DANIEL 








he image 15 still so clear it 

could have happened yesterday: 

Daniel Bryan, the anti-Superstar, 

standing on the turnbuckle 

clutching two titles, the spoils of 

war after toppling three of WWE’s 
most powerful fighting machines. It felt like 
the end of the greatest underdog story ever 
told, and the WWE Universe couldn’t wait 
to turn the page and start the next chapter. 
Sadly, that chapter was to be a short one, as 
Bryan was sidelined for surgery shortly after 
his epic “Mania victory. What was to бе а 
mere 6-week recovery period stretched into 
8, then 10. As summer turned into fall, the 
heady finish to WrestleMania 30 suddenly 
seemed very far away, almost from another 
life entirely. Before too long, even the “Yes!” 
chants, once so deafening, had faded into 
Silence. Then, phoenix-like, Bryan arose in the 
most unexpected place, appearing on Raw 
the night after Survivor Series, becoming the 
General Manager and exacting punishment 


T THI 
ILL 


= Й і 


оп The Authority and anyone aligned with 
them. He put his former tormentors in 
impossible-to-win matches and, іп one of the 
most fitting comeuppances of all, demoted 
Kane from Director of Operations to Director 
of Food & Beverage, sending The Big Red 
Monster out into the arena to serve hot dogs 
to the masses. For Daniel Bryan fans, whose 
hope of ever seeing their favourite Superstar 
again had dwindled to the faintest flicker, it 
was the best homecoming they could have 


hoped for. And, hopefully, a warmup for 2015. 


Looking ahead, Bryan not only has a tough 
act to follow, but also a tough hole to dig 
himself out of. He’s been out of action for 
more than six months, saw his title stripped 
from him and his unstoppable momentum 
unceremoniously halted. But Bryan has made 
a career, if not a lifestyle, out of defying the 
odds. The Authority is where they are right 
now because they underestimated Daniel 
Bryan. The rest of us would be wise not to 
make the same mistake. 
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ІМ THE WAKE OF A STAGGERING LOSS, THE DEADMAN HAS 
VANISHED. WILL HE RISE FROM THE ASHES FOR WRESTLEMANIA? 


fter the dust settled at 
WrestleMania 50, after Brock 
Lesnar’s hand was raised іп 
victory and the entire WWE 
Universe attempted to collect 
themselves, all anyone seemed 
to be able to talk about aside from, “What 
on earth did we just witness?” was: What 
does The Undertaker’s first-ever loss at 
WrestleMania mean? 

There’s no simple answer. 

The WWE Universe hasn’t seen Undertaker 
since that unbelievable night in April, but 
that doesn’t mean he’s gone for good. The 
Deadman has a habit of emerging from the 
Shadows just in time to make an Impact at 
the event that’s been inextricably linked 
to his legacy for well over a decade. It’s 
entirely possible that The Undertaker could 
once again make a return in time to avenge 
his only loss at The Show of Shows, but who 
would he be exacting revenge upon? Lesnar? 





Paul Heyman? Or someone like Triple H, who 
came so close to defeating Undertaker at 
WrestleMania XXVIII and who, as WWE COO, 
could conceivably keep The Deadman from 
getting to Lesnar at “Mania in March? Were Triple 
H to go that route, that wouldn’t be what’s best 
for business. Most fans agree, if Undertaker 
wants a shot at anyone—at any time—he’s more 
than earned it. And, even if you felt otherwise, 
would you really want to tell him? 

Will The Deadman live to fight another 
day at WrestleMania? We certainly hope so. 
Undertaker has created so many meaningful 
moments at The Show of Shows: his debut 
win over Jimmy Snuka, his epic clash with 
Kane, his back-to-back bouts with Shawn 
Michaels, who he forced into retirement 
through a resounding defeat. Even his loss 
to Lesnar left the WWE Universe clamouring 
for more. But will they get it? The only one 
who knows for certain is The Undertaker... 
and dead men tell no tales. 
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Seth Rollins rose to 
greatness as one third 
of The Shield, but 
turned his back on his 
partners to align with 
The Authority. The 
shocking move turned 
out to be a wise one, 
as Rollins went on to 
win the Money in the 
Bank contract the 
next month. 
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DEBUTING SUPERSTARS, COMEBACKS ON THE HORIZON AND NEW 
UNIONS POISED FOR GREATNESS. MEET THE GAME-CHANGERS OF 
TODAY AND THE LEGENDS OF TOMORROW. 
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FAMILY MATTERS 

The Wyatts debuted | 
іп July 2015 апа Ч 
immediately targeted 


Kane. Bray faced him 
in WWE’s first-ever 
Ring of Fire Match. 


#FOLLOWTHEBUZZARDS 


THE WYATTS 


1 remains опе of 2013’s most indelible 

images. A single lantern illuminating 

a darkened arena. Eerie music flowing 

like smoke over the crowd. A masked 

face peering out at the world. A 

message of doom spoken in two 
words: "We're here." Prowling out from 
the backwater swamps preaching a tent- 
revival message of change, conquest and 
redemption through pain, the Wyatt family 
seemed to have stepped whole and breathing 
out of the darkest, most cramped attic of 
your nightmares. Led by the charismatic 
and decidedly unbalanced Bray Wyatt, the 
family quickly made an impact, with towering 
disciples Luke Harper and Erick Rowan (he 
of the sheep-cowled countenance) beating 
down anyone who crossed their path, 
purifying them through pain. Bray claimed 
it was for their own good. He was trying to 
cleanse them of the lies and mendacities that 
WWE had cloaked them in for so long. Kane, 
Daniel Bryan and John Cena fell prey to the 
Wyatts’ bizarre form of absolution. Some fell, 
others withstood the test. But, win or lose, 
the Wyatts’ power was growing, as was their 
popularity. After ousting Chris Jericho at 
SummerSlam, followed by a second victory 
in a steel cage match on Raw, the Wyatts 
did the last thing anyone would have ever 
expected: They disappeared. A few weeks 
later, messages appeared on TV announcing 
that Harper and Rowan had been "set free." 
The question was then posed: What would 
Bray's disciples do with their newfound 
freedom? And what would Bray do without a 
flock to lead? Rowan returned and shocked 
the WWE Universe by aligning himself with 
a new family, none other than Team Cena at 
Survivor Series. Rowan's new union proved 
fortuitous, as the team managed to pull out 
a victory and defeat Team Authority, ending 
their reign once and for all. Now free to 
choose his own path, Erick Rowan seems 
to be a man reborn and renewed. How long 
it will last is anyone's guess. Rowan has 
always been a loyal soldier, blindly following 
whoever leads the way with ferocious 
devotion. If he stays the course he's 
currently chosen, John Cena has a powerful 
ally in his corner. 
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Harper became the first 
Wyatt family member 
to win gold when 

he defeated Dolph 
Ziggler for the ІС title; 
below, Bray remains a 
captivating figure. 





Meanwhile, Harper continued on the 
path of darkness. He threw his lot in with 
The Authority and eventually won the 
Intercontinental Championship. Although he 
lost the title to Dolph Ziggler at 7/ С, the fire 
hasn't gone out of Harper's eyes. Since he 
first stood at Bray Wyatt's side, he's worn 
the fierce look of a man with a cause. But it's 
increasingly clear the cause is himself, and 
he'll go to any lengths to propel it forward. 
As for Bray, he has continued seeking new 
martyrs for his own designs. First on the list 
was Dean Ambrose, who Wyatt promised he 
would “fix.” Ambrose, not feeling in need 
of fixing, resisted and soon found himself 
embroiled in a rivalry with a man who didn't 
seem to care whether he won or lost. At 
Survivor Series, Ambrose's temper cost him 
the bout when a chair shot resulted in a DQ 
finish. The following month at 7LC, Ambrose 
tried to put Bray down with a TV monitor 
to the skull, but errant sparks to his face 
opened him up to a Sister Abigail. Bray 
Wyatt seems to be collecting adherents like 
trophies, and, in 2015, it will be interesting 
to see who he adds to his congregation. 





In 2014, Sheamus 

and The Miz battled 
for the U.S. title. 
Sheamus ultimately 
lost the gold to Rusev. 


መ” 





Network, he lost the United States Championship 
to Rusev. To lose the gold was bad enough, but 
to lose it to a hate-spewing propaganda machine 
was even worse. Adding injury to insult, Sheamus 
was then mercilessly beaten down by Rusev and 


SHEAMUS 





THE CELTIC WARRIOR LOST THE GOLD IN 2014. Mark Henry. He hasn't been seen on TV since, 
NOW HE'S OUT TO WIN IT BACK. but if history has taught us anything, it’s that The 

Celtic Warrior doesn’t stay down long. And when 
Sheamus is a superstar who almost doesn’t care he comes back, he always comes back swinging. 
what he’s fighting for. He just loves the thrill of Rusev, and anyone else who wants to challenge 
the brawl. But that changed on November 3 when, Sheamus, will likely go home with a Brogue Kick- 
іп а match that aired exclusively on the WWE Shaped imprint on their jaw. 
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DOLPH 
ZIGGLER 


DON’T CALL HIM А SHOW-OFF， 
BECAUSE WHEN HE HITS THE 
RING, HE ALWAYS BACKS IT UP. 





To many members of the WWE Universe 
watching in rapt attention, Dolph Ziggler 

is the hardest working guy in the room. 
Agree or disagree, no one can deny the 
dude gives 110 percent in every single full- 
tilt match he contests. He gets hurled into 
tables and bounces back. He moves with 
animal-like quickness and ferocity. He gives 
as much as he takes and never lets up until 
the final bell. For much of the latter half of 
2014, Ziggler found himself battling for the 
Intercontinental title, first against The Miz 
and then against Luke Harper. And, in the 
middle of it all, he managed to earn a place 
on Team Cena at Survivor Series. Ziggler 
made a name for himself at the November 
Classic by pinning Seth Rollins to become 
the sole Survivor and break The Authority’s 
grip on WWE once and for all. He followed 
up that momentous win by reclaiming the 
IC title from Luke Harper at TLC. After two 
major back-to-back victories, Ziggler is 
poised for success in 2015. And, even if he 
doesn’t make it look easy, he always makes 
it look good. Just two years ago һе was а 
world champion. Could this be the year he 
reaches the top of the ladder a second time? 





- SHOWING OUT 
эе] VACI EES 

offers Сеѕаго а 

taste of the floors 

backstage. At 7LC, 

Ziggler defeated 

Luke Harper to 

claim his fourth 

Intercontinental 

Championship. 
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RUSEV 


He tends to let Lana do the talking for him, 
but even if he never said a word, we’d still 
get the message. Rusev doesn’t like us. And 
he’s demonstrated his contempt by cutting a 
Siberia-sized swath through the roster. The 
Super Athlete is a modern-day Ivan Drago, 
and we’re just waiting for WWE’s answer to 
Rocky Balboa to rise up and knock him back 
to the Kremlin. Hopefully this year? 


RUSEV S PATH OF 
DESTRUCTION 






ZACK RYDER XAVIER WOODS R-TRUTH 
7/4/14 14/4/14 19/4/14 





BIGE ROMAN REIGNS 
1/6/14 19/9/14 





BIG SHOW SHEAMUS JACK SWAGGER 
26/10/14 3/11/14 14/12/14 
















HARD ТО ВВЕАК 
Whether his foes 
were of average 
size or behemoths 
like Big Show, 
Rusev made each 
of them recognise 
that he’s a force to 
be reckoned with. 








ASTARIS BORN 
Lest you think that 
Stardust was a brief 
aberration, we’d 
encourage you to 
think again. Like the 
celestial bodies that 
inspired his пате, 
Stardust plans on 
burning bright for 
years to come. 
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GOLDUST ۵ 
STARDUST 


AT FIRST, EVERYONE JUST CALLED THEM 
WEIRD. NOW THEY CALL THEM WINNERS. 


Looking like outcasts from a Joel Schumacher 
Superhero disaster and spouting bizarre 
quasi-cosmic nonsense, Goldust and Stardust 
were as big a question mark as has ever been 
stamped on the WWE Universe. Until they 
started wrestling, that is. Working together 
in perfect synchrony, it wasn't long before 
the duo captured the tag titles. Although they 
lost them to the Usos, their commitment 
hasn't wavered, and the tag team division 
should be on alert. Because, for these two, 
winning back the gold isn't just a given: It's 
written in the stars. 












































TRE MIL 








A HOLLYWOOD PLAYER AND HIS ABLE- 
BODIED STUNTMAN HAVE CONQUERED 





TINSELTOWN. IS WWE NEXT? 
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With an ever-increasing resume of films 
under his belt, The Miz is poised to conquer 
the silver screen in 2015. And, ever the 
overachiever, he's also intent on continuing 
to rule the ring in WWE. That said, any 
Hollywood star worth his salt has a fall guy 
and Miz is no exception. He conscripted 
Damien Sandow, now rechristened Damien 
Mizdow, to have his back. Now the two 
players аге on the inside track, with the tag 
team titles securely around their waists and 
the WWE Universe finally paying attention. 
With The Marine 4: Moving Target set for 
release in 2015 and several other projects in 
the pipeline, Miz’s L.A. conquest continues. 
And with Mizdow іп his corner, his WWE 
spot is even more secure. 
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Kofi Kingston and Big E were, for much of 
2014, two Superstars adrift. They had suffered 
losses, watched former allies turn against 
them and seemed to be at the bottom of a 
very slippery-runged ladder. But then Xavier 


Woods pulled them aside and told them, 

quite simply, that it didn't have to be this way. 
Тһе теѕѕаде took, апа the three Superstars 
formed an alliance, calling themselves The 
New Day. The combination of Wood’s intellect, 
Kofi’s soring-loaded ring style and Big E’s 
seemingly piston-powered fists is as perfect a 
union as you could ask for. While they’ve 
already made enemies of Goldust and Stardust, 
we’re betting they’re up to the challenge. 





NEW DAY 














THE USUS 


WWE HISTORY ІМ THEIR BLOOD AND 
THE WWE UNIVERSE IN THEIR CORNER. 





The face paint. The call and answer chant. 
Their hypnotic Siva Tau entrance. Watching 
the Usos compete is less a match and more 
an event. After years of reaching for the 
gold, in 2014, the Usos came into their own. 
Early in the year, they managed to defeat 
The New Age Outlaws to win their first 

Tag Team Championships. They held onto 
the gold for more than 200 days before 
losing to Goldust and Stardust. Unbowed 
by the defeat, the brothers simply dusted 
themselves off and jumped back into the 
hunt. With 2015 underway, the Usos find 





themselves in a more crowded tag team <A የራ ፡ 
landscape, with The New Day and The Miz А қа Be wr 
and Damien Mizdow among the newest ial | 

players on the stage. Nevertheless, the | ኝ 

Usos haven't come this far just to slink «1 x ر‎ 


away. Bet on these brothers to rise up. 
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THE KING OF SWING IS PRIMED ТО 
BREAK OUT ON HIS OWN IN 2015. 


Let’s be honest. Cesaro never fit in as 

a Real American. The fact that he Is 
Swiss-born had nothing to do with it. 
It's more that we could never believe 
Cesaro would follow any credo but his 
own. Cesaro was never meant to march 
to anyone else’s drum. He’s a lone wolf, 
relying on his athleticism and sheer 
power to propel him forward. Now, free 
of any real attachments, Cesaro is ready 
to forge ahead and make the impact 
everyone’s been waiting for. He claimed 
victory at the Andre the Giant Memorial 
Battle Royal at WrestleMania 50. We're 
thinking that was just a warmup. 
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JACK SWAGGER 
& ZEB COLTER 


FROM FANATICS TO PATRIOTS, WHAT’S THE NEXT CHAPTER IN THIS AMERICAN SAGA? 


Even if you hated what they stood for, you oride was redirected, getting behind them 
still found yourself saying, “We the people!” was as easy as American apple pie. In 2015, 
And that’s because, misguided as it was, whatever threats arise, we know Swagger 
the core of Zeb Colter and Jack Swagger’s and Colter will bleed red, white and blue to 
rhetoric was simple: pride. And once that put them down. 
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The Bellas have always 
had a competitive spirit, 
perhaps because Nikki is 
16 minutes older than her 
sibling. But, when faced 
with a challenge, they put 
their differences aside 


1 | 1 and rise to the occasion. 


FROM SISTERS TO ENEMIES AND 
BACK AGAIN, THE STARS OF 
TOTAL DIVAS HAVE SHOWN 
THEY’RE READY FOR ANYTHING. 





Family squabbles are as much a part of 

the WWE landscape as title bouts and 
finishers, and 2014’s sister-against-sister 
rivalry was one for the books. At Payback, 
Brie was bounced from WWE as a Sacrificial 
lamb when hubby Daniel Bryan was unable 
to compete. After Brie gave Stephanie 
McMahon a parting shot in the kisser, Nikki 
was punished and placed іп а series of 
increasingly cruel matches. The pressure 
finally got to her and, when Brie was rehired 
to face Steph at SummerSlam, Nikki aligned 
with the Billion Dollar Princess and cost her 
sister the bout. As a result, the twins began 
fighting whenever they were in the same 
space. Nikki turned the tables, forcing Brie 
to compete in the same kinds of matches 
she herself contested a few months before. 
Just when all seemed hopeless for the Total 
Divas stars, the unexpected happened. At 
Survivor Series, Brie suddenly swooped in 
to help her sis win the Diva's Championship 
from AJ. Now, perhaps made stronger by 
their brief split, the Bellas are reunited and 
reinvested. Nikki has a firm grasp on the 
title, and anyone intent on taking it from her 
will find themselves in double trouble. 
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AJ LEE 


THE BLACK WIDOW’S BEEN STUNG, 
BUT SHE’S ABOUT TO STING BACK. 





AJ Lee’s year started off great. 

She came into WrestleMania 30 as the 
longest-reigning Diva’s Champion in 
history and walked out of the Silverdome 
having survived a 14-Diva match to retain 
her title. The next night, things went 
wildly wrong. When Paige, a Diva who 
had yet to make her official WWE debut, 
came out to congratulate the champion, 
the ferocious monster that is AJ Lee's ego 
bared its fangs. Feeling overconfident 
about her win, AJ challenged Paige toa 
title match on the spot. Paige refused, 
not feeling ready, but AJ pushed, backing 
the newcomer into a corner. And that’s 
when Paige turned around and devoured 
AJ whole. One pinfall later, AJ’s beloved 
title was around Paige’s waist and her 
295-day reign was done. She managed to 
recapture the title in a rematch on Raw 
and traded it back and forth with Paige 
throughout autumn. Unfortunately, the 
Bella twins had targeted the title and 
worked together to take AJ out. Nikki 
Bella won the gold at Survivor Series 
and retained it the following month. But 
make no mistake. AJ is down, but if you 
think she’s out, then you haven’t been 
paying attention. 9۳۱۵5 bucked {ће odds 
before. Anyone who thinks otherwise is 
crazier than she is. 
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ACROSS THE POND AND 
INTO THE SPOTLIGHT, PAIGE 
IS JUST GETTING STARTED. 


For most of the WWE Universe, 
their first impression of Paige 
was of a starstruck fangirl, 
too nervous to initially accept 
an on-the-spot challenge 
from AJ Lee. But, after she 
accepted and pinned AJ in 

a hot second, they knew 
what legions of NXT fans 

had known for some time: 
Paige is not to be trifled with. 
Her debut set a pace were 
confident Paige will have no 
problem matching іп 2015. 











NATALYA 


WITH BEAUTY, TALENT AND A STORIED 
LINEAGE, SHE ALMOST HAS IT ALL. 


When it comes to exemplifying a WWE Diva, 
Natalya may just be the complete package. She 
has the blood of the legendary Hart Foundation 
boiling in her veins and boasts the pedigree of 





being the only WWE Diva who can legitimately 


lay claim to being trained in Stu Hart's Dungeon. 


On top of that, she's also blessed with gorgeous 
looks that have made her a focal point in recent 
seasons of Total Divas. With her marriage to 
Tyson Kidd making waves in WWE and a clean 
sweep for her team at Survivor Series under her 
belt, Natalya is ready to take 2015 by storm. Her 
Total Divas co-star Nikki Bella currently holds 
the title, but Natalya has bested her before. 
We'd be shocked if she backs down from the 
challenge this time around. 
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@WWENXT 


| | | THE CANADIAN CHAMELEON 
Before arriving in NXT, Zayn 


competed in more than 29 
countries, developing a style 
that has enabled him to adapt 
to face almost any opponent 

on the roster. Anyone who’s 
watched him in action agrees: 

Sami is “In-Zayn!” 





ADRIAN NEVILLE THE ASCENSION BAYLEY 


THE MAN GRAVITY FORGOT DINERS ON DESTRUCTION THE SAN JOSE SUPERFAN 
Once you watch Adrian Neville Brutality is their business and This California girl has been 
perform the Red Arrow, any they're open all night long. a WWE fan since she was 
questions you had about his A pair of hard-hitting jug- 11 and has been preparing 

ability to go the distance will be gernauts, Konnor and Viktor for her debut nearly as 
erased. His high-flying finisher aren't as concerned with long. Fun-loving and always 
and aerial prowess have defeating opponents as they smiling, Bayley also possesses 
already catapulted Neville to are with decimating them. considerable in-ring ability to 


the NXT Championship. Winning is just a bonus. match her bubbly personality. 





KALISTO 


THE KING OF FLIGHT 


Born in America but raised 
in Mexico City’s lucha libre 
scene, Kalisto is a true multi- 
national Superstar. Teaming 
with fellow luchador Sin Cara, 
Kalisto has already made an 
impact іп NXT and is poised 
to take flight in WWE. 





THE VAUDEVILLAINS 


MEN OF SOPHISTICATION 


Simon Gotch, The Gentleman 
Bruiser, and Aiden English, an 
artiste, are a perfect match, 
both appreciating the culture 
and in-ring style of grap- 
plers of yore. Together, their 
steam-powered prowess has 
proven formidible. 
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CHARLOTTE 


THE NATURE GIRL 


Ric Flair may cast a long 
Shadow, but his daughter 
Charlotte has stepped out of 
it with ease. Fueled by the 
white-hot blood of the Nature 
Boy, Charlotte exploded into 
NXT and proved that talent 
doesn't skip a generation. 





FINN BALOR 


IRISH BY WAY OF JAPAN 


Trained in dojos but imbued 
with the iron-sharp toughness 
of his native Ireland, Finn 
Balor shocked the world with 
his skills at NXT's recent PPV. 
Though he and Hideo Itami 
came up short, it was still a 
star-making moment! 








SASHA BANKS 


BORN TO BE THE BOSS 


When you can go toe-to-toe 
with the daughter of Ric Flair 
and barely blink, people are 
going to take notice. At NXT 
TakeOver: R Evolution, Banks 
took on Charlotte for the title. 
Despite her loss, she still won 
the WWE Universe's respect. 








GARDEN STATE GRAPPLER 


Growing up in the shadow of 
New York City, the Jersey- 
born Superstar knows what 
it's like to be an underdog. 
At 5'11", he's not the tallest 

on the roster, but he 
compensates by going full-tilt 
in every single match. 
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GHOST ІМ ТНЕ CELL | 
Bray Wyatt - 4 r 
celebrates over 
Dean Ambrose after 
suddenly arising to 
cost Ambrose his 
match against Seth 
Rollins at Hell in a 
Cell. It was Wyatt’s 
first appearance in 
more than a month. 
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A SNEAK PEEK AT 2015’S SOON-TO-BE 
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS. 





#ROYALRUMBLE 
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THE ROYAL 





MANNANNA YNNA 
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The Shield were 

as tight a unit as 
WWE had ever seen. 
But in the Rumble, it’s 
every man for himself. 
2014’s event marked 
the first ever Rumble 
appearance for the 
Hounds of Justice. 


WWE ON PPV! 








ADAM ROSE 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


BAD NEWS BARRETT 


Entry #:__ В of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


BIG SHOW 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


BO DALLAS 


Entry #:___ В of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


BRAY WYATT 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


CESARO 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


CURTIS AXEL 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


DAMIEN MIZDOW 


Entry #:__ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


YOUR RUMBLE 
REAKDOWN 





DARREN YOUNG 
Entry #: # ۵۲۰ 


Eliminated by: 


DEAN AMBROSE 
Entry t: — # off Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


DIEGO 
Entry #:__ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


DOLPH ZIGGLER 
Entry #:__ 1 # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


ERICK ROWAN 
Entry 4t: |— 1 # ۵۰ 


Eliminated by: 


FANDANGO 
Entry &: |— # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


FERNANDO 
Entry 4t: . # off Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


GOLDUST 
Entry 4t: |— # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 





HEATH SLATER 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


HORNSWOGGLE 


Entry #:___ # off Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


JACK SWAGGER 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


JEY USO 


Entry #:__ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


JIMMY USO 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


JOHN CENA 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


KOFI KINGSTON 


Entry #:____ # off Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


LUKE HARPER 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


R-TRUTH 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


RANDY ORTON 


Entry &: ۰  # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


RUSEV 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


ROMAN REIGNS 


Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


SETH ROLLINS 
Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


SHEAMUS 
Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


STARDUST 
Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


THE MIZ 
Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


TITUS O’NEIL 
Entry #:____ # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


XAVIER WOODS 
Entry #:__ Ж of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


2 
Entry t: # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


? 
Entry &: |— # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


? 
Entry 4t: |— # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


? 
Entry #۲: # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


? 
Entry &: |— # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 


? 
Entry t: |— # of Eliminations: 


Eliminated by: 
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trap іп, fire up the engines 
and hit the NOS. The road 
to WrestleMania just be- 
came the Autobahn. With 
the debut of Fast Lane, an 
all-new PPV event, WWE's 
Superstars will kick their Mania aspira- $ ` E 
tions into the red, bypassing the more 
е traditional E/imination Chamber to drive 
um headlong into the unknown. The rules አይርከስ ጨር: 
and stipulations of Fast Lane remain а 
closely guarded secret, but from what | 
we know, it will be ап uptempo event 
worthy of its name. After all, The Chair- 
man wouldn't mothball the ۲ 4. ^ 
unless he had something more devious е ለሪ 
in store. When the smoke clears, the ۱ 
outcome of Fast Lane could determine т = 
who advances to The Show of Shows — 3 
эз: апа who’s left іп the dust. i ጊ 
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Dolph Ziggler becomes 
just another victim of 
Randy Orton's signature 
sneak attack. The Viper, 
опе of WWE’s quickest 
Superstars, will no doubt 
put the RKO to good use 
at Fast Lane. 
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#EXTREMERULES 


5 REASONS TO WATCH 
EXTREME RULES 
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А KENDO SPIRIT 

Bray Wyatt has been 
driven by a need to 
“fix” Dean Ambrose. 
Apparently, the way he 
fixes Superstars is by 
breaking them into little 
pieces. Ambrose апа 
Wyatt nearly tore each 
other to shreds in this 
hellacious bout at TLC. 
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WWE ON PPV! 


#PAYBACK 


THE BEST PAYBACKS 


ІН WWE! 














THE ROCK S REVENGE 


The Rock and Steve Austin battled in two prior 
WrestleManias, with Stone Cold besting The Great 
One both times. But three proved to be Rocky’s 
lucky number and he walked out the victor. 


STEPHANIE GETS SOILED 


Stephanie McMahon had something special for 
Vickie Guerrero’s last night: A rancid pudding 
bath. But Vickie shared the love and dunked 

Steph in the slop before exiting triumphantly. 












UNDERTAKER CRUSHES KANE 
Since making his debut in 1997, Kane had cost The Undertaker the WWE title twice. Fed up with 


his brother’s meddling, The Deadman challenged Kane to meet him on his turf: WrestleMania. It 
took Undertaker three Tombstones to finally put Kane down and exact his revenge. 


cmm 
% ， 
HARDCORE VEGEANCE BROTHERS BATTLE BACK 













After months of provoking Mick Foley and After crossing The Authority, Dusty Rhodes 
claiming that he was the “Legend Killer,” found himself out of a job. That’s when his sons 
Orton learned firsthand what both those words stepped in to settle the score. The brothers 
meant, courtesy of Foley’s barbed-wire bat! defeated The Shield and saved dad's gig. 
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At Money in the Bank in 
2014, John Cena secured 
m the WWE World Heavy- 
à weight Championship 
after defeating a host 
of Superstars. 
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Amount of winners who cash in their 
Money in the Bank contract without 
announcing it ahead of time. We get it. 
After all, who doesn’t like surprises? 


Age Ric Flair was when 
he stepped into the ring Number of days before the 


at WrestleMania 22 to first Money in the Bank 
compete іп the second contract was cashed. Edge 


Money іп the Bank ladder carried that case around 
match in history. The for so long, we began to 
Nature Boy remains wonder if it was sewn to 

the oldest Superstar to his hand. He traded the 


participate іп the brutal case fora title at New 
bout. For now! Year’s Revolution in 2006. 


а= / | í | | Pe : 


Number of times [ከፎ 


The only уеаг three Money in the Вапк 
Я Money іп the Bank сопігасі 
| қ | has been cashed іп on Raw. 
Mondays seem to be most 


ladder matches were held in the same 
calendar year, one at WrestleMania XXVI 
and two at the first-ever М/ТВ pay-per-view. 
۱ popular for calling in МІТВ 
“аб winnings, meaning that, 

in WWE, a “case of the 
Mondays” isn’t necessarily 

a bad thing. 


Average days a Superstar 
waits before cashing in 
a Money in the Bank 
contract. Of course, пої 
everyone exhibits that 
patience. Kane went a whole 
50 minutes іп 2010 before 
collecting оп his prize апа 
taking out Rey Mysterio. 





#BATTLEGROUND 


WWES MOST 


í WIDE-EYED AND QUIVERING LIKE A LIVE WIRE, 
DEAN AMBROSE IS PRIMED TO EXPLODE. 
WILL BATTLEGROUND BE THE NIGHT IT HAPPENS? 


F. 
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he Shield was the perfect union 
of cold calculation, brute force 
and sheer ferocity. When fused 
together, the three disparate 
personalities of Seth Rollins, 
Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose 
combined to form a perfect and almost 
unstoppable unit. When The Shield imploded 
in June 2014, Ambrose’s barbarity was loosed 
on the world like a gibbering demon straight 
from Pandora’s box. The Shield kept Ambrose 
in balance, and its dissolution tipped that 
balance so wildly off-kilter that it’s doubtful 
it will ever be restored. 

Battleground is a fairly new pay-per-view, 
but has already held some of the most 
contentious battles WWE has ever seen. 

At the 2014 event, the bad blood between 
Ambrose and Rollins reached a boiling 
point. During Rollins’s pre-match interview, 
Ambrose exploded out of nowhere and 
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attacked Rollins without тегсу, resulting іп 
him being barred from the building. Rollins 
demanded һе be granted the victory via 
forfeit. As he strode up the entrance ramp, 
Ambrose returned and delivered a second 
mauling, опе so vicious it took Triple Н and а 
phalanx of security to pry him loose. But The 
Lunatic Fringe wasn’t done. He went after 
Rollins again, bursting from the trunk of his 
Car and pouncing on Mr. Money in the Bank. 
More recently, Ambrose has taken beating 
after beating at Bray Wyatt’s hands only 
to come back begging for more. Anyone 
who dares challenge Dean Ambrose would 
do well to realise he’s a machine fueled 
by rage and inextinguishable lunacy. That 
lunacy can only be contained for so long. 
If Battleground is the place it finally breaks 
free, perhaps it’ll be safer to watch from 
home than in person. Either way, you can 
bet that we'll be watching. 
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KNUCKLING UP 
John Cena Spent 
most of the ۲ 
half of 2014 battling 
Seth Rollins. Nearly 
all of his rivalries 
post-WrestleMania 
were with Authority 
members or Super- 
stars connected with 
the group. 
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The Mega Powers vs. The Mega Bucks 


This match is everything about WWE іп one shot. Four of 
the biggest stars of the era, Jesse Ventura as guest ref 
and a perfectly-timed skirt removal from Ms. Elizabeth. 


8 mag ЗА y 
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Hulk Hogan ۶ Brutus Beefcake vs. Randy Savage & Zeus 


Poor Zeus. He couldn’t vanquish Hulk Hogan on screen or in 
the ring. Even pairing up with the Hulkster’s former bro 
Randy Savage couldn’t keep Hulkamania from running wild. 





ROCKED NEW YORK 





Bret Hart vs. Mr. Perfect 
A brilliant technical display that rivals Steamboat/Savage 


as one of the greatest-ever IC contests, this match 
introduced the world to Bret Hart, singles competitor. 
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Steve Austin vs. Owen Hart 


Hart nearly retained the IC title when he rattled Austin 
with a piledriver that left him practically incapacitated. 
Somehow, Stone Cold powered through to win the gold. 


Bret Hart vs. The Undertaker 


If Hart went down, he’d never be able 
to wrestle in the U.S. again. Hart ap- 
plied every submission hold he’d ever 
learned, but none of them could hold 
The Phenom at bay for long. Luckily, 
guest-ref HBK’s chair shot meant for 
Hart collided with The Deadman’s 
skull instead, giving The Hitman the 
chance to make the pinfall. 





Shawn Michaels vs. Triple H 


This Unsanctioned Street Fight was 
Michaels’s first match since he lost 
the title to Stone Cold at Wrestle- 

Mania XIV. The two former friends 

brutalised each other with punches, 
kicks and body shots delivered via 

a ladder. But it was HBK who won 

it all, reversing a Pedigree attempt 

into a pinfall on The Game. 





Triple H vs. The Rock 


Both Superstars had been mortal 
enemies dating back to when Rock 
captured the IC title from Triple H a 
year before. This match showcased 

an intensity and brutality neither 

Superstar had yet displayed in 

their careers. Eventually, Triple H 
summoned the strength to climb the 

ladder and take back the title. 





Rey Mysterio vs. Kurt Angle 


Rey Mysterio's first PPV match in 
WWE pitted his aerial expertise 
against Angle's mat-based submission 
attack. Rey unleashed every weapon 
in his high-flying arsenal, nailing 
Angle with a 619/West Coast Pop 
combo to almost make the pinfall. But 
Angle trapped Mysterio in an ankle 
lock and it was all over. 








Steve Austin vs. The Undertaker 


At the Biggest Party of the Summer, 
Undertaker put Austin through his 
paces, laying him out on a table and 
tossing him into the crowd. But a low 
blow from The Rattlesnake shook The 
Deadman and set him up for a Stun- 
ner. He lost the title, but Undertaker 
insisted on handing it to Stone Cold 
directly in a sign of respect. 





Triple H vs. King Booker 


We were all waiting for someone to 
deliver a punch to King Booker's re- 
gal kisser, and Triple H was happy to 
oblige. Both Superstars brought an 
assortment of technical moves and 
raw power to the bout, but it was 
Triple H who was able to nail Booker 
with a Pedigree and bounce the king 
from his throne for the night. 
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#NIGHTOFCHAMPIONS 


AT NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS, EVERY TITLE IS UP FOR GRABS. 
HERE’S A QUICK LOOK AT ALL THE BLING. 












WWE WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 


In 2015, after more than a decade of two World titles at the top of the WWE ladder, the WWE 
Championship and the World Heavyweight Championship were fused to become the title as 
it exists today. That title first appeared more than 50 years ago when Buddy Rogers won а 
tournament in Brazil. In its half-century of existence, it has received numerous makeovers 

and has changed hands 119 times. Will number 120 be crowned at Night of Champions? 
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WWE UNITED STATES 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Dating back to 1975, the U.S. Championship 
was once the top title in Mid-Atlantic 
Championship Wrestling. ۱۲ hung оп asa 
secondary title in WCW and was brought to 
WWE іп 2001. Once held by such vaunted 
champions as John Cena, Daniel Bryan and 
Sheamus, the title’s legacy will undoubtedly 
remain strong at Night of Champions. 





WWE DIVAS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Entering its seventh year of existence, the 
Divas Championship has changed hands 24 
times, and there’s no indication that will 
slow down even one iota іп 2015. Currently, 
AJ Lee and Eve Torres are tied with three 
reigns apiece (although AJ has held it the 
longest at 295 days). Could this be the year 
AJ claims the gold for a fourth time to 
become the most decorated Diva of all? 








WWE INTERCONTINENTAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


First won by Pat Patterson way back in 1979, 
the IC title has been held by 73 different 
Superstars, with Chris Jericho claiming the 
most reigns with nine. In August 2014, the 
Intercontinental Championship was updated 
from WWE's long-standing scratch logo to 
include the new, sleeker logo employed by 
the WWE Network. 
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WWE TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Unified with the World Tag Team 
Championships in 2010, this title has been 
held by such luminaries as Los Guerreros, 
D-Generation X, The New Age Outlaws and 

The Shield. With The New Day, Goldust 
& Stardust, Los Matadores and the Miz & 
Damien Mizdow all looking to win or retain 
in 2015, it will likely be an all-out scramble 
for the gold throughout the year. 
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KINGS OF 
THE GELL 








THE UNDERTAKER 
With 12 appearances, The Deadman has competed in the Cell more times than any other Super- 
star. He also battled in the infamous King of the Ring match in 1998 that saw Mick Foley turned 
into a sack of bones before the final bell. Even Satan himself thought that match went too far! 





TRIPLE ዘ 
For along stretch, The Game was undefeated 
inside the Cell, having beaten everyone from 
Mick Foley to Shawn Michaels. His most recent 
Cell contest, against Undertaker, left The 
Deadman almost immobilised. 


RANDY ORTON 
The Viper may be three-for-six in the Cell, but 
those three are John Cena, Daniel Bryan and 
Sheamus. And one loss was to Mark Henry. 
Just being locked in the Cell with the World’s 
Strongest Man earns him a spot on the list! 





SHAWN MICHAELS 
Not only did Shawn Michaels compete in the 
first Hell in a Cell match in 1997, he faced and 
defeated The Undertaker. That bout also 
featured the debut of Kane, who tore the door 
off the Cell and attacked The Deadman. 


JOHN CENA 
Believe it or not, it was seven years before 
Cena entered the Cell for the first time. He’s 
a fast learner, most recently defeating Randy 
Orton to become the No. 1 contender for the 
WWE World Heavyweight Championship. 





HEIRS TO THE THRONE? 














DEAN AMBROSE CESARO 


DOLPH ZIGGLER 











DANIEL BRYAN ROMAN REIGNS 
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#SURVIVORSERIES 


R FAVOURITE TEAMS 
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THE HULKAMANIACS 

23/11/89 

Hogan, Roberts and Demolition. Basically, 
the dream lineup of every ۰805 WWE fan. 
DiBiase’s crew never stood a chance. 
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ТЕАМ СЕМА 


Cena’s ragtag collection of Superstars may have 
been unorthodox, but they still managed to 
defeat The Authority once and for all! 


TEAM SAVAGE 


Macho Man, Ricky Steamboat, Jake Roberts, 
Brutus Beefcake and Jim Duggan: pure awesome. 


TEAM GUERRERO 


Eddie’s team was a perfect тіх of 
high-flyers, raw power and a future 
champion. Viva La Raza! 
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WE 8... 





This photo isn’t just a snapshot of a 
moment in time, it’s a perfect metaphor 
for where Dolph Ziggler currently 

finds himself. After an incredible upset 
win at Survivor Series, Ziggler kept 

his momentum rolling by notching an 
incredible win against Luke Harper at 
TLC: Tables, Ladders, Chairs...and Stairs. 
While 2015’s TLC is still several months 
away, getting there is sure to be a long 
апа unforgiving road, опе that will soon 
be littered with shattered Superstars 
and imploded dreams. But those who 
survive the onslaught will find that 
literal and metaphorical ladder just 
waiting to be scaled. 
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RULE ВВІТТАМІА! 
When John Cena won 
his first world title, 
Paige was still in high 
school. Now she’s 

all grown up and 
collecting titles of her 
own. Paige’s entire 
family is made up of 
wrestlers, including 
both her parents! 
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Я Шы | GOING FOR ІТ ALL 4 
й For Daniel Bryan, it all 
^ hinged on this match 
E at WrestleMania 30. 
After his victory over 
Triple H, he went on 
to defeat Batista and 
Randy Orton ina Triple 
Threat match for the 

WWE World Heavy- К 

weight Championship. 
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| is. Free Super-Saver Delivery and Unlimited One-Day Delivery with Amazon.Prime are available. 
ii. Тегтэ.апа Conditions apply. See Amazon:-co.uk for details. j 


